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NOTES ON BOOKS. 



Nathaniel Massie: A Pioneer of Ohio. A Sketch of his Life, and Selections 
from his Correspondence. By David Meade Massie. Cincinnati: The 
Bobert Clarke Company 1896. 

While the early history of Ohio can never claim the charm which attaches 
to that of Virginia as an introduction to the history of the Federal Republic, 
yet in one point of view its interest is obvious. It has been said that " to 
watch the growth of a constitution in the broad daylight is a high privilege." 
The stages of the Virginian growth, though full of interest, are slow, and are 
wrapped in some historic haze, whereas in the case of Ohio a political society 
is ushered into existence under the critical eye of the newspapers and other 
agencies of modern civilization, and matures with great rapidity into a power- 
ful commonwealth. This work of Mr. Massie contains therefore, many at- 
tractive features. Nathaniel Massie, descended from ancestry that for gen- 
erations had been contributing to the development of Virginia, was one of the 
fathers of Ohio, and the publication of his life and correspondence gives a 
bright light by which to study the history of the State. On this soil met the 
men of Virginia and of the other States. We are told, in one of the letters, 
that "all our most independent and married men [from Western Virginia} 
seem to be running to the West"— Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio. In Ohio 
the men of New England took up a million and a half acres on the Ohio and 
Muskingum Eivers, and founded their town of Marietta; the men of the Mid- 
dle States secured a million acres on the north bank of the Ohio, between the 
two Miami Rivers, and founded the city of Cincinnati; and between the rivers 
Scioto and Little Miami, on the northwest side of the river Miami, in a dis- 
trict containing 4,209.800 acres, settled the old soldiers of Virginia. That the 
Virginia settlers contributed a valuable and numerous element to the popula- 
tion is shown by the fact that they controlled the constitutional convention, 
and organized the State and started it upon its onward career. The names of 
Nathaniel Massie, founder of the town of Chillicothe; Charles Willing Byrd, 
United States district judge; William Creighton, first secretary of t-tate; Wo. 
Henry Harrison, secretary of the Northwest Territory. Edward Tiffin, first 
governor, and a United States senator; and Thomas Worthington, one of the 
two first United States senators, and governor, will remain prominent names 
in the history of the State. From the same adventurous Virginia blood were 
developed, at a later period, a Lincoln and a Benjamin Harrison — both presi- 
dents of the United States. 

A Beief Histoby. op the Nations and their Pbogbess in Civilization. B& 
George Park Fisher, D. D., LL. D., Professor in Tale Vnimnity. 
A single event in the history of a country is often the result of so many 
nice and critical causes that a whole life might be spent in investigation with- 
out reaching a satisfactory judgment upon the merits of the case it presents. 



